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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Horsforth  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I have  to  place  before  you  my  Report  on 
the  health  of  this  District  for  the  year  1946. 

The  conditions  under  which  we  live  have 
changed  little  since  the  presentation  of  my  last 
report  and  as  yet  there  are  few  signs  of  improvement. 
The  housing  of  the  people  is  a matter  of  considerable 
concern,  firstly  on  account  of  overorowding  resulting 
from  couples  marrying  and  trying  to  rear  families 
while  still  living  with  their  parents  and  secondly 
on  account  of  the  continued  deterioration  of  property 
which  is  fit  only  for  demolition  and  which  owners 
are  naturally  reluctant  to  repair.  Nevertheless, 
the  health  of  the  community  has  continued  in  the  main 
to  be  good,  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease,  with 
the  exception  of  whooping  cough,  being  comparatively 
light.  There  has  been  a notable  increase  in  the 
number  of  births  registered  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  persons  unemployed  is  very  low 
and  consists  almost  wholly  of  persons  physically  unfit 
for  work  or  who  through  advanced  years  are  only 
suitable  for  particular  types  of  light  work.  Married 
women  continue  to  play  their  part  in  providing  labour 


in  factories,  offices  and  shops  and  the  day  nurseries 
and  schools  meals  service  continue  to  be  utilised  to 
a very  considerable  extent. 

STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District  in  acres 

2,706 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
estimated  end  of  1946 

4,285 

Rateable  value 

£79,712 

Product  of  Id.  rate 

£312 

Population  - estimated  mid 

1946 

13,640 

I 
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Live  Births.  I 

i 

Legitimate  M I 

227 

Fi 

108 

Illegitimate  M 

F i 

10  11 

Total  Live  Births 

238 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

t 

population 

17.5 

Rate  for  -England  and  Wales 

19.1 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  M 

2 

F 

4 6 

Illegitimate  M 

— 

F 

- 

Total  Still  Births 

6 

Still  Births  per  1,000 

total  (Live  and  Still) 

17.89 

births . 

Deaths . 

M 

97 

F 

71  168 

Death  rateper  1,000 

population 

12.32 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

11.50 

. ... 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Causes . 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

“ 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

i 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

4.1 

Total 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

4.1 

' : 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age: 


All  infants  per  1,000 

live  births  33.61 

Legitimate  infants  per 
1,000  legitimate  live 

births  30.84 

Illegitimate  infants  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  90.90 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
All  infants  per  1,000 

live  births  33.63 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  29 


Measles  (all  ages) 

” Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages)  1 

" Diarrhoea  (under 

two  years  of  age)  2 


The  figures  set  out  above  contain  no 
unusual  or  excessive  features  which  require 
comment.  The  birth  rate  has  risen  considerably 
above  the  figures  for  previous  years  and  is  higher 
now  than  it  has  been  since  1915  when  the  rate  was 
17.9  per  1,000  population.  In  1920  the  peak  period 
following  the  1914-1918  war,  the  rate  was  17.1 
per  1,000  population.  The  rate  for  this  District 
still  falls  well  below  the  average  rate  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  death  rate  has  shown  a 
decline  but  even  at  the  lower  figure  is  still 
greater  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 
These  are  conditions  which  usually  arise  in 
residential  districts  of  this  type  in  which  the 
population  is  older  than  the  average  for  the 
country. 


GENERAL  FRO VISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  TEE  AREA . 


1 • Public  Health  Off leers  of  the  Local  Authority . 

(Part-time)  S.  G.  Bedford,  M.B.,  Ch.B. , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(Whole-time)  E.  M.  Birtwisle,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing 
S up  e r in  t e nd  on  t . 

I.  Fiitton,  General  Assistant,  returned 
to  duty,  17th  Tune,  1946,  after 
service  with  H.  M.  Forces. 


G.  Holmes,  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector,  now 
serving  with  H.  M.  Forces. 

E.  Morgan  (Miss),  Clerical  Assistant. 

L.  Smith  (Miss),  Junior  Clerical 
Assistant. 
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2 . Laboratory  facilities . 

The  examination  of  pathological  and 
bacteriological  specimens  is  undertaken  by  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  in  their  laboratory;  these 
arrangements  continue  to  be  very  helpful  to  your 
officers,  facilities  exist  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  office  for  carrying  out  : routine  colour 
reduction  tests  on  milk. 

3 . Ambulance  facilities. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  that 
negotiations  were  in  progress  for  the  formation  of  a 
joint  ambulance  service  with  Aireborough  Urban  District 
Council  or  alternatively,  for  the  District  being 
included  in  the  West  Riding  County  Council’s  scheme. 
Inquiries  were  made  during  this  year  as  to  whether  there 
was  a possibility  of  the  Leeds  City  Council  providing 
a service  in  this  District  but  they  were  not  disposed 
to  offer  any  services  to  Horsforth.  In  March  the 
negotiations  with  Aireborough  Urban  District  Council 
were  closed  by  that  authority  and  eventually  the  County 
Council’s  scheme  was  accepted.  The  depot  from  which  the 
County  Council  operate  their  ambulances  in  this  part  of 
their  area  is  situate  at  Upper  Bank  House,  Horsforth. 

4 . Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Horsforth  Nursing  Association  employs 
two  nurses  for  the  District  and  they  render  valuable 
help.  The  demand  for  the  services  of  the  nurses 
continues  to  increase. 

5 . Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics . 

These  are  provided  in  Horsforth  by  the  West 
Riding  bounty  Council  who  administer  the  Tuberculosis, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Services. 

The  arrangements  whereby  the  Leeds  City  Council 
treat  cases  of  scabies  from  this  District  at  their 
treatment  centre  at  Burley  Lawn  School  was  continued, 
the  arrangments  proving  most  satisfactory.  Owing  to 
the  centre  at  Burley  Lawn  School  being  closed,  the  work 
is  now  being  carried  cut  at  St.  James  Hospital,  Leeds. 

6 • Hospitals . 


General  cases  are  for  the  most  part  treated  in 
the  Leeds  voluntary  hospitals.  Facilities  are  also 
available  at  the  Otley  County  Hospital  administered  by 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  and  the  amount  and  range 
of  work  undertaken  by  this  hospital  is  gradually 
increasing. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring 
Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  are  treated  at  the 
Wharfedale  Union  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Me ns ton. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 


The  high  bacteriological  standard  which  has 
been  maintained  in  previous  years  was  continued  in 
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respect  of  the  water  supply  from  the  Council’s 
Waterworks  and  it  was  shown  that  the  water  does 
not  give  rise  to  any  appreciable  plumbo  solvent 
action.  The  facilities  for  filtration  and 
chlorination  which  exist  at  the  Waterworks  are  an 
effective  safeguard  to  the  public  supply.  There  are 
very  few  premises  in  the  District  using  water  for 
human  consumption  which  does  not  come  from  the 
Council’s  mains. 

Housing. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  one  has  to 
record  that  owing  to  the  considerable  difficulties 
which  exist  in  carrying  out  building  work,  no  houses 
were  provided  during  the  year  by  the  Council  to  cope 
with  the  e v e r m o r >d  a.  o ing  housing  problem.  A small 
number  of  houses  were  completed  c.y  private  enterprise 
but  the  occupeh  Ion  of  those  did  little  to  alleviate 
the  position.  Some  consolation  might  be  found  in 
information  received  while  this  report  is  being 
written  that  of  the  first  houses  to  be  erected  by  the 
Council  since  the  war,  two  are  now  almost  ready  for 
occupation. 


Further  information  on  the  sanitary 
services  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report . 

Mortuary. 


I have  on  a number  of  occasions,  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  considerable 
shortcomings  at  the  mortuary.  Unfortunately  the 
responsibility  for  providing  this  service  has  for 
some  inexplicable  reason  been  placed  on  the  Farks, 
Burial  and  Recreation  Grounds  Committee.  This  la 
in  itself,  1 feel,  a mistake  as  surely  the  provision 
of  a mortuary  should  be  the  responsibility  of  the 
Health  Committee.  I hope  that  provision  may  be  made  in 
the  near  future  of  a more  suitable  and  up  to  date 
building  together  with  the  necessary  facilities. 

Infectious  Disease. 

No  additions  were  made  during  the  year  to 
the  list  of  notifiable-  infectious  diseases. 
Notifications  received  are  summarised  as  follows:- 


Disease 

Notifi- 

cations 

Treated 
in  hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

12 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

p. 

Pneumonia 

12 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

3 

— 

Measles 

7 

— 

•Whooping  Cough 

91 

4 

mm 

i Erysipelas 

2 

- 

— 

| Meningitis 

3 

— 

| Puerperal  Pyrexia 

i 

1 

1 

- 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION* 

As  I have  stated  previously,  the  immunisation 
carried  out  during  the  last  few  years  has  dealt  with  most 
of  the  children  apart  from  those  whose  parents  resist 
any  such  scheme  and  new  immunisations  are  mainly  of 
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children  of  pre-school  age.  Any  child  can  be 
immunised  free  of  cost  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic,  at  the  School  Clinic  or  by  a private 
doctor.  Information  is  supplied  at  intervals  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  on  the  state  of  immunisation  in 
the  District  and  a copy  of  the  annual  return  for  the 
year  is  set  out  below. 


I Immunisation  in  relation  to  child  population. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course 
of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1946. 


Age 


Number  immunised 

Estimated  Mid-year 
population,  1946 


Under  6 yrs.j5  to  14  yrs, 
at  51/12/46  ! at  31/12/46 
507  T~  1,435 


894 


1,710 


Under 
15  yrs . 
1,942 

2,604 


II  Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  relation 

'to  Immunisation. 


Notifications . 


Age  at  date  of 
notification 

Number  of  Cases 
notified 

Number  of  cases  included 
in  preceding  column  in 
which  the  child  had  com- 
pleted full  course  of 
immunisation. 

Under  1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

1 

- 

j i 

- 

- 

o t o 9 

- 

- 

10  to  14 

1 

- 

Totals 

2 

- 

Deaths  - Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  this 
disease  during  the  year  are  summarised  on  the 
following  page. 
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N E 

W CASES. 

Age 

Respiratory 

Other  Forms 

Periods 

Males 

Female  s 

Males 

Females 

0 

w 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

5 

1 

- 

15 

C+j 

3 

- 

- 

25 

4- 

1 

- 

35 

O 

C-J 

— 

— 

1 

45 

4 

- 

55 

3 

— 

- 

-65 

- 

~ 

- 

Total 

new 

cases 

15 

5 

3 

1 

DEATHS 

# 

0 

- . 

- 

— 

_ 

1 

' :** 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

- 

25 

3 

- 

— 

- 

35 

4 

— 

- 

- 

45 

1 

— 

- 

- 

55 

1 

- 

— 

65  - 

2 

M ...  ..... . t 

- 

i - 

Total 

{ 

11 

■ 

" 

- 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis 
deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  deaths  was  3 : 13. 


Yours  faithfully, 


So  Go  BEDFORD, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HORSFORTH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1946. 


E.  M.  BIRTWISLE,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A., 


Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


For  the  year  ended  51st  December,  1946. 


Horsforth  Hall, 
HORSFORTH. 
Pune,  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Horsforth  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  place  before  you  my  fourth  annual 
report  in  which  is  given  a brief  review  of  the  work 
of  my  Department  and  the  sanitary  conditions  obtaining 
in  your  District  during  the  year  1946, 


HOUSING. 

Once  again  it  is  my  depressing  duty  to  have  to 
report  that  the  housing  of  many  of  the  residents  in  this 
District  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  gives  rise  to  a 
considerable  degree  of  dissatisfaction. 

It  is  my  unfortunate  duty  to  receive  in  my 
office  persons  whose  problems  in  the  proper  housing  of 
their  families  reveal  conditions  of  serious  overcrowding 
(particularly  when  overcrowding  is  considered  on  a common 
sense  standard  and  not  on  that  laid  dovhby  the  Housing 
Act)  and  the  continued  necessity  of  living  in  premises 
fit  only  for  demolition  at  which  it  is  impracticable  to 
execute  remedial  works. 

It  is  heart  breaking  to  have  to  explain  to 
these  people.,  who  have  come  to  me  as  a last  resort, 
that  owing  to  unsurmountable  difficulties  in  providing 
additional  housing  accommodation,  they  are  condemned  to 
live  in  deteriorating  circumstances  for  a number  of  years 
yet  and  it  is  little  comfort  to  those  living  in 
unsatisfactory  houses  to  know  that  they  are  fortunate 
even  to  have  a house. 

The  provision  of  rehousing  accommodation  has 
been  slow,  the  Council  deciding  in  the  early  stages  of 
their  rehousing  programme  to  go  all  out  for  building 
permanent  houses  and  to  avoid  the  use  of  prefabricated 
temporary  structures.  It  was  felt  also  that  the  powers 
of  requisitioning  houses  and  other  buildings  for  use 
for  housing  purposes  could  not  be  utilised  to  assist  in 
this  matter. 

On  the  bright  side,  one  must  recount  that 
during  the  war  years,  the  notion's  ideas  as  to  the 
necessary  standard  and  equipment  for  a house  have 
definitely  improved  and  when  we  are  able  to  deal  with 
the  unsatisfactory  existing  houses,  this  work  will  be 
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done,  bearing  in  mind  that  premises  which  are  not 
capable  of  providing  the  improved  standards  generally 
demanded  will  have  to  be  demolished  and  new  houses 
substituted  therefor. 

Generally,  in  Horsforth,  houses  fall  sharply 
into  two  sections.  The  first  section  comprises  some 
1,960  houses  built  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century  - the  cottages  of  this  era  fall 
far  below  the  general  standard  of  housing  today.  The 
second  section  being  some  2,330  houses  built  by  Local 
Authority  and  private  enterprise  to  meet  the  need  for 
houses  after  the  1914-18  war.  The  Council  owned  houses 
built  at  this  time?  and  the  houses  built  for  owner 
occupiers  are  still  maintained  at  a good  standard, 
but  many  of  the  houses  erected  as  investment  properties 
are  in  poor  condition  due  largely  to  their  having  been 
built  at  a minimum  cost  to  bring  in  a maximum  of  income 
and  to  a reluctance  on  the  part  of  those  who  draw  the 
rents  to  spend  a reasonable  portion  of  this  money  on 
maintenance . 

It  is  evident  that  most  of  the  old  type  of 
cottage,  will  of  necessity  require  demolition  as  being 
incapable  of  being  brought  up  to  a reasonable  standard 
and  the  newer  investment  property  will  require  e 
considerable  amount  of  reconditioning. 

Dealing  with  the  property  fit  only  for 
demolition  will  obviously  have  to  be  put  off  until 
such  time  as  a reasonable  proportion  of  our  population 
has  been  relieved  from  the  difficulties  of  overcrowding, 
but  I am  deeply  concerned  by  difficulties  which  are 
presented  due  to  shortage  of  materials  and  labour  in 
obtaining  reconditioning  work. 

It  is  impossible  to  separate  this  housing 
problem  from  the  social  and  moral  aspect  of  the 
conditions  which  arise  and  it  is  obvious  that  the 
effect  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  appertaining 
today  will  not  be  nullified  by  the  rapid  completion 
of  a housing  programme.  The  housing  problem  in 
itself  is  not  able  to  stem  the  tide  of  human 
development  and  young  perrons  approaching  the  age 
at  which  they  would  normally  marry,  are  faced  with 
Indefinitely  postponing  this  event  and  entering  on 
a period  of  unsettling  frustration  or  of  marrying 
and  living  under  conditions  ’which  prevent  the 
formation  of  a home.  I have  had  a number  of  cases 
brought  to  my  notice,  of  a third  alternative  being 
edopted  where  the  couple  marry  and  live  separately, 
oech  with  their  own  pe rants.  Tho  effect  of  such 
conditions  on  these  people  and  particularly  on  any 
children  arising  from  such  marriages,  will  obviously 
be  felt  for  e generation  and  play  a great  part  in  o 
possible  break  down  of  our  social  standards. 


BUILDING  LICENSING. 

I mentioned  in  my  last  report  that  the 
Minister  of  Health  had  placed  the  duties  of  licensing 
building  work  for  many  types  of  building  on  Local 
Authorities.  This  year  w cs  the  first  in  which  this 
scheme  operated  for  a full  year  and  during  this  period 
423  licences  were  issued  by  this  Department  authorising 
the  carrying  out  of  work  valued  at  £21,193. 


■ 
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Dealing  with  this  licensing  work  has 
necessitated  the  formation  of  standards  as  to  what 
work  is  essential  and  it  is  peculiar  for  an  Officer 
whose  normal  duty  is  to  encourage,  and  in  some 
instances  to  compel,  the  carrying  out  of  remedial 
building  works,  to  have  to  decide  that  certain 
improvements  cannot  be  considered  necessary.  One 
unfortunate  aspect  about  this  duty  is  that  it 
reveals  a great  desire  on  the  part  of  owner  occupiers 
to  carry  out  repairs  immediately  indication  is  given 
that  they  are  necessary,  whereas  the  owners  of  houses 
which  they  do  not  occupy  are  mostly  unwilling  to 
execute  repairs  until  considerable  deterioration  has 
often  taken  place.-, 


MOVEAB'JE  DWELLINGS . 

Little  action  was  necessary  to  deal  with 
these  dwellings  during  the  year.  Vans  which  had  been 
stationed  at  the  rear  of  the  Brown  Cow  Inn  were  moved 
and  the  site  cleaned  up;  the  use  of  a van  stationed 
at  the  rear  of  Brownberrie  Manor  Farm  was  discontinued, 
the  licence  for  its  use  having  expired  on  the  1st 
January,  1946.  There  is  now  only  one  licence  in 
force  in  the  District  and  this  is  for  the  use  of  land 
at  Low  Feld  Farm  for  the  stationing  of  not  more  than 
one  trailer  caravan. 


DRAINAGE. 


Application  was  made  by  the  owners  of 
Woodbottom  Mills  and  the  adjoining  Red  Beck  Cottages 
with  regard  to  the  possibility  of  the  conversion  of 
their  existing  privy  accommodation  to  water  closets. 

The  existing  accommodation  was,  even  for  its  type, 
crude,  and  gave  rise  to  serious  nuisance.  This  Council 
had  no  sewer  capable  of  receiving  drainage  from  this 
mill  and  the  cottages,  but  Aireborough  Urban  District 
Council  have  a sewer  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
boundary  of  their  District  and  to  the  mill  and 
cottages.  Negotiations  with  Aireborough  Urban  District 
Council  which  had  been  opened  some  years  previously 
but  shelved  on  the  outbreak  of  war,  were  re-opened  and 
that  Council  agreed  to  take  the  sewage  from  the  cottages 
and  the  domestic  sewage  from  the'mill  on  appropriate  terms. 
The  work  of  converting  these  privies  was  commenced  during 
the  year. 

The  Council  were  also  approached  by  the  owners 
of  Woodside  Dyeworks,  who  were  similarly  desirous  of 
converting  their  existing  privy  accommodation.  The 
Council’s  sewer  in  Low  Lane,  though  running  close  to 
the  works,  is  not  deep  enough  to  allow  sewage  to 
gravitate  from  the  dyeworks  to  the  sewer  and  in  this 
case,  Leeds  Corporation  have  a sewer  running  in  close 
proximity  to  the  dyeworks,  which  are  situate  immediately 
on  the  boundary  of  the  District.  The  Corporation  were 
approached  and  they  agreed  to  a connection  being  made 
to  their  sewer  to  receive  the  domestic  sewage  from  the 
works  cri  appropriate  terms.  The  work  of  conversion  in 
this  case  is  held  up  pending  the  submission  by  the 
owners  of  a scheme  for  a canteen  block  in  which  it  is 
intended  to  provide  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing 
facilities.  In  all  three  cases  referred  to  above,  the 
Council  have  agreed  to  contribute  a part  not  exceeding 
one  half  of  the  expenses  reasonably  incurred  in  effecting 
the  replacement. 
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A nuisance  was  also  found  to  exist  due  to 
the  overflowing  of  surface  water  on  to  the  footpath 
and  roadway  oh  Outwcod  Lane.  This  is  a problem  which 
is  not  easy  of  solution  and  the  natter  had  not  been 
remedied  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Information  was  received  from  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  that  oil  was  entering  the  sewage  works 
through  the  mid  level  sewer  at  certain  intervals. 
Considerable  investigations  were  made  to  ascertain  the 
poiht  at  which  this  oil  entered  the  sewer  and  eventually 
it  was  found  that  a small  quantity  of  oil  was  accidentally 
being  discharged  into  the  drains  of  a cinema  each  time 
they  withdrew  oil  from  their  underground  tank  to  feed  a 
diesel  oil  engine.  Arrangements  were  immediately  made 
to  prevent  any  further  oil  finding  its  way  into  the 
drain  at  this  point. 

Club  premises  situate  in  Hall  Lane  cn  a site 
which  cannot  be  served  by  the  existing  sewers,  are 
provided  with  a cesspool  and  for  a number  of  years, 
trouble  has  been  experienced  by  the  ingress  of  surface 
water  which  gives  rise  to  overflowing  of  the  cesspool 
during  wet  weather.  Investigations  as  to  the  point 
at  which  the  surface  water  enters  the  drainage  system 
are  still  being  carried  on,  but  the  conditions  found 
point  very  strongly  to  the  undesirability  of  allowing 
buildings  to  be  drained  to  cesspools  in  areas  where  surface 
water  is  found  near  to  ground  level. 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 

A considerable  number  of  complaints  were 
received  in  June  and  July  from  residents  in  the 
District  above  the  Newlay  Weir  on  the  River  Aire 
of  a serious  nuisance  arising  from  a large  amount 
of  floating  decomposing  material  and  of  the  offensive 
smell  of  the  gases  given  off.  The  complainants  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  pollution  was  arising  from  the 
introduction  of  solid  material  into  the  river  at  some 
point  upstream,  from  a sewage  works  or  industrial  works. 
Extensive  observations  were  carried  out,  the  material 
sampled  and  examined,  the  public  analyst  and  the  Rivers 
Board  Officials  interviewed. 

It  was  found  that  conditions  similar  to  these 
existing  immediately  above  the  Newlay  Weir  also  existed 
above  the  weir  at  Ross  Mills,  Roct ley  and  above  the 
Kirks tall  Abbey  Weir.  Observation  of  the  river  seemed 
to  suggest  that  the  materiel  was  being  lifted  from  the 
bed  by  an  amount  of  gas  accummula ting  in  a solid 
structure.  When  the  masses  of  floating  material 
were  touched  and  the  gas  liberated  the  mass 
immediately  broke  up  into  small  particles  which  sank 
to  the  bottom. 

The  analyst,  reporting  on  samples  of  the 
material,  stated  that  it  was  a growth  typical  of 
that  found  in  polluted  streams  and  rivers  and 
confirmed  the  view  that  it  was  possible  that  the 
material  had  become  detached  by  gas  formation  which 
is  accelerated  during  the  summer  months. 

From  the  information  obtained  as  a result  of 
observations,  the  report  of  the  analyst  and  interviews 
with  other  officials  concerned  it  appears  that, 

(a)  in  periods  when  the  river  is  not  in  flood  the 
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water  held  back  by  the  various  weirs  deposits 
suspended  material  which  has  been  put  into  it 
further  upstream,  (A  considerable  quantity  of 
this  suspended  material  possibly  comes  from  the 
large  number  of  storm  water  sewer  overflows 
which  discharge  into  the  river  above  Horsforth) ,* 
As  a consequence,  the  bed  of  the  river  behind 
each  weir  and  stretching  a fair  distance 
upstream,  is  coated  with  all  types  of  debris. 

(b)  in  summers  following  a winter  when,  as  during 
the  winter  of  1945/46  there  was  little  flooding 
of  the  river  and  consequently  no  washing  cut 
of  the  areas  behind  the  weirs,  this  debris  is 
brought  to  the  surface  by  gas  formation  and  gives 
rise  to  the  conditions  at  present  complained  of. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  breaching 
of  the  weir  at  Calverley  has  prevented  accummulations 
from  forming  on  its  upstream  side  and  no  nuisance  was 
found  in  that  part  of  the  river,  from  which  I am  bound 
to  observe  that  if  the  weirs  were  removed  and  the  flow 
of  the  river  consequently  quickened,  the  risk  of 
material  being  deposited  in  this  way  would  be  very  much 
reduced  and  a great  step  forward  would  have  been  taken 
in  obviating  nuisances  which  arise  from  the  river. 

The  diversion  of  sewage  diluted  to  above  six 
times  dry  water  flew  direct  to  the  river  via  storm 
water  overflows,  which  is  an  officially  allowable 
process  is  not  likely  to  give  rise  to  a nuisance  in  a 
river  with  a clear  outlet  to  the  sea,  but  where  the 
flow  of  a river  is  continuously  impeded  by  a succession 
of  weirs,  the  practice  is  net  one  which  can  be  viewed 
with  equanimity. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Council’s  water  mains  provide  a supply 
to  4,266  houses.  There  are  still  28  houses  not  connected 
to  the  public  supply.  These  are  chiefly  in  the  outlying 
portions  of  the  District  not  served  by  the  Council’s 
mains.  The  estimated  population  served  by  the  public 
supply  is  13,514  and  the  estimated  population  served 
by  private  supplies  is  ,126. 

Bacteriological  control  of  the  water  supply  is 
maintained  by  routine  sampling,  the  samples  being 
examined  in  the  West  Riding  County  Council  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  Details  of  the  samples  taken  are  given  in 
the  table  below: - 


Sampling  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 


Where  sampled 

Result  of 

Examination. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Waterworks  Feeders 
(before  treatment) 

14 

House  taps 

6 

- 

Drinking  trough 

•* 

1 

. 
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Samples  were  also  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
for  examination  for  plumbo  solvency.  The  results  of 
these  examinations  are  as  follows 


Sampling  for  Plumbo  Solvent  Action . 


Where  sampled 

Result  of  examination. 

pH  value 

Lead  content 
(grains  per  gallon) 

20  Stanhope  Drive 

water  in  n.-.pe  \ hour 

7 .3 

Nil 

water  in  pipe  all  night 

7.2 

Nil 

78  Broadgate  Walk 

water  in  pipe  J-  hour 

7.1 

Nil 

water  in  pipe  all  night 

-■  — . . . ..  . 

7.1 

Less  than  l/36th. 

Samples  were  taken  for  Chemical  Analysis  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  fhe  results  are  as 
follows 


Sampling  for  Chemical  Analysis. 


Where  sampled 

Result  of 

analysis 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory! 

Waterworks  Reservoirs 

- 

2 

Waterworks  Borehole 

1 

- 

The  increase  in  bacteriological  sampling  at 
the  Waterworks  Feeders  shows  that  at  least  at  certain 
times  in  the  year,  the  water  has  a high  presumptive 
B.  coli  content  and  the  water  in  the  impounding 
reservoirs  is  similar.  'Whether  the  conditions  at  the 
works  are  any  worse  than  those  which  obtained  previously 
cannot  be  estimated  in  view  of  lack  of  evidence  as  to 
their  bacteriological  condition  prior  to  recent 
sampling,  but  the  complete  absence  of  presumptive  Bo 
coli  in  the  large  number  of  samples  taken  from  the 
public  supply  over  the  years,  indicates  that  the 
filtration  ana  chlorination  carried  out  by  your  plant 
has  completely  safeguarded  this  supply.  Investigations 
are  continuing  to  ascertain  if  possible,  the  points  at 
which  conform  organisms  are  likely  to  find  their  way 
into  the  raw  water. 

FACTORIES,  BAKEHOUSES  AND  SHOPS. 

It  has  again  net  been  possible  to  give  to 
these  premises  the  supervision  which  they  require  and 
there  are  many  matters  concerning  the  sanitary  conditions 
existing  on  such  premises  to  which  attention  should  be 
given  as  soon  as  circumstances  become  more  normal.  This 
lack  of  supervision  is  particularly  disturbing  in  the  case 
of  premises  where  foodstuffs  are  prepared  and  stored.  It 
is  hoped  that  during  1947  our  records  of  all  these  premises 
will  be  brought  up  to  date  and  a survey  made  to  ascertain 
their  present  condition. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 


Of  the  fifteen  farms  at  which  milk  is  produced, 
seven  are  licensed  for  the  production  of  graded  milk  under 


» 


/ 


/ 


V 


% 


7, 

the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  two  for 
the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  five  for 
the  production  of  Accredited  milk.  It  is  a source  of 
regret  that  more  of  the  producers  do  not  undertake 
the  production  of  graded  milk  and  that  owing  to  the 
difficulties  of  labour  and  of  obtaining  the  necessary 
apparatus  and  bottles,  that  much  of  the  graded  milk 
is  sold  loose  as  ordinary  milk.  Generally  the  conditions 
under  which  milk  is  produced  in  the  District  are  good 
and  little  difficulty  would  be  experienced  by  many  of 
the  producers  in  obtaining  the  necessary  licences. 

Difficulties  which  have  been  experienced 
in  the  delivery  of  milk  in  bottles,  the  cleanliness 
of  which  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  makes  one  wonder 
whether  the  advantages  of  a pre-packed  product  are 
not  outweighed  by  the  disadvantages  of  a returnable 
container  which,  in  the  hands  of  careless  workpeople 
might  not  be  properly  cleansed  or  sterilised  before 
being  refilled.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  it  will  be  economically  possible 
to  deliver  milk  in  non-returnable  containers. 

In  November,  a petition  was  received  from 
35  customers  of  one  retailer  complaining  of  the 
keeping  Quality  of  the  milk  retailed  by  him.  Dealing 
with  this  particular  case  was  difficult  as  the  souring 
appeared  to  be  due  more  to  the  length  of  time  the  milk 
was  kept  before  retailing  rather  than  to  any  lack  of 
cleanliness  during  the  production  or  delivery. 

Conditions  such  as  these  would  not  arise  were  the 
customers  able  to  make  a free  choice  of  retailer. 

No  actual  offence  appeared  to  have  been 
committed  which  could  be  remedied  by  any  Acts  or 
Regulations  enforceable  by  the  Council.  The  early 
stages  in  the  souring  of  milk  do  not  result  in  any 
change  which  could  easily  be  interpreted  as  changing 
the  article  into  one  which  was  not  of  the  nature, 
substance  and  quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser  and 
as  the  milk  was  sold  as  M ordinary" milk  there  was  no 
bacteriological  standard  with  which  the  milk  should 
comply.  The  only  satisfactory  way  of  dealing  with 
such  conditions  is  to  restore  to  consumers  as  soon 
as  possible  the  right  to  choose  their  own  retailor. 

A sample  of  miik  taken  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acs,  1938  on  the  15th  January 
was  found  to  contain  j.  t , i-  parts  per  cent  of  addec 
water  and  only  93  per  cent  of  the  minimum  amount  of 
fat.  The  milk  purveyor  concerned  was  prosecuted  for 
this  offence  and  fined  the  sum  of  £10  and  ordered  to 
pay  £1  Is.  costs.  As  this  was  his  third  offence 
and  it  was  felt  that  the  public  should  be  protected 
from  repeated  adulteration  of  this  type,  the  producer 
was  warned  that  should  he  be  again  found  guilty  of  the 
sale  of  adulterated  milk,  the  Council  would  consider 
taking  action  to  remove  his  name  from  the  register  of 
milk  purveyors. 


M £ft. 

The  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  on  the  use  of  the  local  private  slaughterhouses  by 
butchers  for  the  slaughtering  of  livestock  continue 
and  the  only  use  to  which  these  buildings  are  put  is 
the  occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  for  private  owners 
or  on  occasions  of  emergency  slaughter  being  necessary. 
The  Council  continue  their  policy  of  keeping  in  force 
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licences  granted  in  respect  of  these  slaughterhouses 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  bearing  in  mind 
the  Government's  promise  tc  restore  the  rights  of 
private  butchers  with  regard  to  the  slaughtering 
of  their  own  livestock  in  due  course  and  also  in 
order  to  encourage  the  use  of  slaughterhouses  when 
pigs  are  slaughtered  by  private  owners  under  licences 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Licences  have  also 
been  kept  in  force  in  respect  of  the  slaughtermen. 

The  meat  received  for  distribution  in 
Horsforth  comes  from  the  Leeds  Distribution  Centre 
and  is  allocated  by  the  Eorsforth  Butchers 
Association  and  delivered  direct  to  the  butchers 
shops  c 


Ice  Cream, 


At  the  close  of  the  year  12  premises  were 
registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for 
the  sale  or  storage  of  ice  cream  intended  for  sale, 
three  of  these  premises  also  being  registered  for 
the  manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale.  During 
the  war  years,  the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream  and  later  the  restrictions  on 
production  resulted  in  very  little  of  this  product 
being  found  in  retail  shops,  but  during  1946  the 
amount  available  for  sale  considerably  increased. 

Efforts  were  made  to  exercise  all  the  control  in 
our  power  over  the  conditions  of  sale  but  the 
absence  of  either  bacteriological  or  chemical 
standards  was  keenly  felt.  At  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Ministry 
of  Health  have  issued  Regulations  regarding  the 
heat  treatment  of  ice  cream  and  have  suggested 
certain  bacteriological  standards  which  might  be  applied 
informally.  I hope  to  have  more  to  say  on  this  subject 
in  my  next  report. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

During  1945,  I was  authorised  to  obtain 
end  erect  a standard  soot  deposit  gauge  and  it  was 
fitted  up  on  1st  January,  1946  in  the  garden  at  the 
rear  of  78  Broadgate  Walk,  a site  as  near  as  possiolo 
to  the  centre  of  the  built  up  residential  area  of  the 
District.  I would  record  our  thanks  to  Mr.  B.  Holmes, 
the  occupier  of  this  house,  for  permission  to  use  a 
portion  of  his  garden  for  this  purpose.  The  material 
collected  in  this  gauge  is  analysed  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  the  charges  for  which  are  borne  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council.  The  results  of  these 
analyses  are  set  out  in  the  table  on  page  9. 

These  figures  reveal  that  the  rate  of  soot 
deposited  in  the  built  up  area  of  the  District  was 
161  tons  per  square  mile  and  that  the  amount  of  tar 
deposited  on  a square  mile  of  built  up  area  was 
3.85  tons. 
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11. 

Unfortunately  connection  is  very  rarely  made 
between  the  coal  fire  burning  so  merrily  in  the  domestic 
grate  and  the  ter  and  sulphur  compounds  which  fall  from 
the  atmosphere  to  damage  our  curtains,  furnishings  and 
clothes.  Nor  is  this  damage  ell  the  loss  which  can  be 
debited  to  the  use  of  raw  coal,  for  those  tar  and 
sulphur  products,  properly  separated  from  the  fuel 
before  it  is  used  for  lies  ting  purposes,  would  have 
provided  a host  of  coal  tar  products,  including 
petrol,  dyes,  medicines,  fertilisers  and  many  other 
valuable  substances. 


To  those  who  appreciate  the  wilful  damage 
and  wastefulness  of  many  of  our  present  forms  of 
heating,  the  restrictions  on  the  amount  of  coal 
available  to  householders  contains  something  of  a 
blessing  and  if  when  fuels  become  more  readily 
available,  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  power  were 
able  to  give  us  increased  supplies  of  smokeless  fuels 
and  continue  the  restrictions  on  the  burning  of  raw 
coal,  it  would  be  an  undoubted  benefit  to  the 
community. 

In  October,  the  Surveyor  and  I,  prepared 
at  the  request  of  the  Housing  Committee,  a report 
on  the  thermal  insulation  of  dwellings  with  reference 
to  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  170/46.  It  is  obvious 
that  a great  deal  could  be  done  during  the  construction 
of  new  houses  and  even  to  existing  buildings,  to 
provide  insulation  which  would  result  in  a considerable 
increase  in  the  efficiency  of  heating  apparatus.  Not 
only  would  such  insulation  result  in  a saving  on  the 
cost  of  fuel  but  the  increased  amenities  which  would 
be  apparent  as  a result  of  the  use  of  less  fuel 
and  the  consecuent  proportionate  reduction  in 
atmospheric  pollution,  should  be  an  additional 
attraction . 

In  Horsforth  we  are  fortunate  that  there 
are  a reas  available  for  housing  development  which, 
as  yet,  are  very  little  affected  by  atmospheric 
pollution  and  I would  suggest  that  urgent  consideration 
should  be  given  to  provide  safeguards  so  that  when 
development  takes  place,  the  pollution  which  is  so 
manifest  in  the  built  up  portion  of  the  District 
shall  not  spread  and  bring  its  attendant  troubles  to 
the  parts  of  the  District  which  are  at  present  free. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

The  work  of  routine  disinfection  of  premises 
after  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  the 
isolation  hospital  has  been  continued,  rooms  being 
disinfected  by  spraying  and  fumigation  and  bedding  and 
clothing  in  the  steam  disinfector  at  the  isolation 
hospital . 

Bed  Bugs. 


There  was  little  call  for  eradication  of 
these  insects  during  the  year  and  the  cases  that  arose 
were  dealt  with  by  spraying  proprietory  insecticide 
including  a percentage  of  D.D.T.  and  on  one  occasion 
using  a water  emulsion  containing  D.D.T.  In  both  cases 
the  treatment  was  effective. 
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Other  Pests, 

Our  services  have  been  called  upon  to  deal 
with  a number  of  infestations  by  other  insects, 
particularly  cockroaches  and  crickets  and  these 
have  been  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  benzine 
hexachloride  or  D.D.T.  either  in  powder  or  liquid 
form  according  to  the  nature  of  the  premises 
requiring  treatment.  This  treatment  was  found  to 
be  most  effective. 

Rats  and  Mice. 

In  this  District  the  view  has  been  taken 
that  if  rodent  destruction  is  to  be  effective,  occupiers 
of  all  premises  must  be  encouraged  to  give  prompt 
notification  of  infestation.  It  has  been  our 
practice  to  deal  with  these  infestations  by  our  own 
workmen  without  making  any  charge.  The  possibility 
of  an  occupier  being  saddled  with  payment  for  control 
work  has  been  found  to  dry  up  the  channels  of 
information  and  to  make  the  eradication  of  these 
vermin  mere  difficult  and  .-.in  the  long  run,  more 
expensive.  The  Ministry  of  Food,  devised  a scheme 
during  the  year  which,  to  a certain  extent  accepted 
this  view  and  they  offered  to  contribute  a proportion 
of  the  cost  if  the  Council  would  adopt  an  elaborate 
scheme  which  provided  essentially  for  a detailed 
survey  of  the  District,  area  by  area,  dealing  with 
infestations  that  are  revealed.  It  was  felt  that  such 
a survey  in  a District  of  this  character  would 
utilise  labour  unnecessarily  and  add  a considerable 
cost  to  the  service  without  providing  any  greatly 
increased  efficiency  and  the  Council  decided  not  to 
participate  in  the  Ministry’s  scheme. 

We  have  adopted  a number  of  methods  of 
eradication  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
infestations  have  been  dealt  with  by  various  methods 
of  baiting,  poisoning  and  trapping.  In  the  main, 
sausage  rusk  has  been  used  as  bait  and  zinc  phosphide, 
with  arsenic  as  an  alternative,  as  the  poison.  In 
certain  instances,  hydrogen  cyanide  has  been  applied 
in  the  form  of  a powder  by  means  of  a special  pump, 

Break  Back  traps  and  cage  'raps  have  also  been  employed. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

■ ■■  ^1  I ■ II.—  ■ 

The  return  to  peace  time  standards  in  this 
service  has  still  not  yet  been  achieved  and  considerable 
difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year  in  many 
directions,  principally  due  to  refuse  disposal  problems 
and  the  continued  high  incidence  of  sickness  among  the 
workmen. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  policy  of  doing  away  with  hired  transport 
and  providing  three  Council  owned  vehicles  for  refuse 
collection  paid  good  dividend  and  we  were  able  to 
average  .a  ten  day  collection  of  house  refuse. 

The  high  proportion  of  semi-detached  houses 
with  long  drives  in  this  District,  results  in  a great 
deal  of  labour  being  wasted  walking  from  the  vehicle 
to  the  point  where  the  dust  bin  is  picked  up.  This 
factor  is  particularly  evident  on  a road  such  as  Broadway 
where  some  300  houses  are  sited  with  their  boundary  fences 
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some  40’  back  from  the  curb,  which  distance  has  to 
be  added  to  the  already  considerable  length  cf  the 
garden  paths.  The  cost  of  servicing  houses  in  areas 
developed  in  this  way  is  many  times  greater  than  the 
servicing  of  houses  with  back  streets. 

The  poor  quality  of  fuel  being  consumed  has 
again  shown  an  increase  above  the  normal  amount  of 
refuse  produced  at  premises  and  so  reduced  the  period 
for  which  storage  facilities  are  effective. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

The  operation  of  this  branch  of  the  service 
gave  rise  to  considerable  concern  during  the  whole  of 
the  year.  In  my  last  report  I referred  to  the 
unsatisfactory  siting  of  the  controlled  tip  which  we 
were  operating  at  Gragg  Hill  Quarry  and  early  in  the 
year  we  were  asked  by  the  owners  of  the  quarry  to 
cease  using  this  tip  as  early  as  possible. 

Negotiations  had  been  commenced  in  December 
1943  with  the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  the 
purchase  of  land  at  Celverley  Bridge  for  tipping 
purposes  but  it  was  not  until  December  1946  that  we 
were  able  to  obtain  permission  to  commence  tipping 
on  this  site. 

In  the  absence  of  any  other  suitable  site 
the  Council  were  compelled  to  put  into  commission  the 
refuse  destructor  which  had  been  standing  idle  since 
1941  and  certain  repairs  were  executed  to  the  flues. 
These  repairs  were  completed  in  April  and  firing 
commenced  but  it  immediately  became  obvious  that  the 
calorific  value  of  the  refuse  was  even  worse  than  in 
1941  when  it  had  fallen  so  low  as  to  make  the  use  of 
the  destructor  impracticable.  Experiments  were  made 
to  extract  the  inert  dust  present  in  the  refuse  by 
hand  screening,  but  even  then  the  remaining  refuse 
did  not  burn  rapidly  enough  to  cops  with  the  amount 
collected.  In  an  effort  to  increase  the  rate  cf 
combustion,  forced  draught  was  provided  beneath  the 
ash  pits  by  means  of  a forced  draught  fan  operated 
by  an  electric  motor.  By  duly  the  plant  was  in  full 
operation  on  a two  shift  working  and  the  tip  at  Cragg 
Hill  Quarry  had  been  closed.  With  the  approach  of 
winter  weather  and  the  increese  in  the  amount  of  refuse 
produced,  three  shift  working  was  introduced  but  even  so 
the  destructor  proved  incapable  of  dealing  with  the 
refuse  which  we  were  collecting  and  the  large  amount  of 
labour  which  had  to  be  employed  to  operate  the  plant, 
resulted  in  a cost  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  refuse  disposed  of.  The  Council  were  faced  with 
either  remodelling  the  destructor  and  providing  an 
appropriate  separation  plant  or  reverting  to  controlled 
tipping.  As  the  negotiations  with  the  County  Council 
had  by  this  time  borne  fruit,  it  was  decided  to  seek 
permission  to  enter  into  possession  of  part  of  the  land 
immediately  and  on  the  1st  December  a tip  was  opened  in 
one  of  the  fields  at  Celverley  Bridge. 

I am  sure  that  this  step  will  be  shown  to  have 
been  the  correct  one  and  the  Council  can  look  forward 
to  an  outlet  for  the  tipping  of  house  refuse  on  this 
site,  for  the  next  twenty  years  or  more. 
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Salvage  Disposal. 

The  salvage  of  many  of  the  articles 
regularly  included  in  house  refuse  continues  to  be 
vital  , to  the  country’s  economic  stability.  The 
operation  of  the  refuse  destructor  provided  an 
opportunity  for  the  separation  of  more  metals, 
bottles  and  jars  and  this  is  reflected  in  the 
value  of  the  materials  sold  during  the  year.  A 
slight  decrease  was  evident  in  the  amount  of 
waste  paper  salvaged,  '--he  amount  of  kitchen  waste 
collected  also  decreased  as  did  the  amount  of 
textiles.  It  is  particularly  unfortunate  that 
kitchen  waste  collections  should  fall  off  as  the 
pig  and  a large  proportion  of  the  poultry 
population  of  the  country  depend  on  kitchen 
waste  for  their  food  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  bacon  and  egg  rations.  The  fall  in  textiles 
can  no  doubt  be  attributed  to  the  clothing 
rationing  and  the  adaptability  of  the  residents 


in  making  do  and  mending, 

but  any 

fall 

in  paper 

salvage  is  serious  in  view 

of  our 

international 

financial  position.  The  following 

table  shows 

the  value  of  the  materials 

sold  during 

the 

financial  year  1946/47. 

£ 

9, 

di 

Ferrous  Metals 

69 

9 

4 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

7 

12 

Textiles 

15 

4 

- 

Bottles  and  -Jars 

76 

3 

9 

Waste  Paper 

345 

13 

9 

Bones 

11 

10 

Kitchen  waste 

187 

14 

10 

£702 

9 

6 

Street  Cleansing. 

The  year  1946  saw  the  commencement  of  a 
scheme  which  will  revolutionise  our  present  street 
cleansing  service  and  may  well  be  a milestone  on 
which  we  shall  look  back  in  future  years  as  the 
point  at  which  mechanisation  was  introduced  and 
great  improvements  made  in  the  standards  of  work 
and  economy  of  operation. 


The  service  consists  of  the  sweeping  of 
footpaths  and  carriageways  and  the  removal  of  debris 
and  the  emptying  and  cleansing  of  road  gullies.  This 
had  been  operated  by  manual  sweeping  up  to  1939  in 
conjunction  with  a pony  cart  but  since  that  date  in 
conjunction  with  street  orderly  trucks,  the  ugaterial 
being  dumped  at  various  points  and  collected  by  motor 
vehicles  for  cartage  to  the  tip.  Gullies  have  been 
emptied  by  hand  scoops  into  a horse  drawn  pan  cart. 

In  August,  the  Establishment  Committee 
considered  the  staffing  of  the  Departments  of  the 
Council  and  requested  the  Health  Committee  to 
consider  the  staffing  of  this  service,  particularly 
with  a view  to  its  mechanisation.  The  Health 
Committee  considered  the  matter  in  detail  and 
recommended  the  Finance  and  General  Furposes  Committee 
to  make  provision  for  the  purchase  of  a mechanical 
sweeper  during  the  financial  year  1947/48  and  for  a 
mechanical  gully  emptier  in  1948/49.  At  the  time  of 
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writing  this  report  the  sweeper  has  just  been  delivered 
and  tenders  are  being  invited  for  the  supply  of  the 
gully  emptier.  I shall  be  able  to  report  more  fully 
next  year  on  the  effect  of  these  acquisitions  on  the 
service . 

Transport . 


The  transport  used  in  the  cleansing  service 
was  as  follows: - 

3 petrol-driven  7 cu.  yd.  refuse  collectors, 
two  of  which  are  fitted  with  trailers  for 
salvage  work 

1 horse  used  with  block  cart  or  pan  cart 

4 street  orderly  trucks. 

Two  of  the  refuse  collection  vehicles  are 
showing  signs  of  having  reached  the  end  of  their 
economic  life,  the  Bedford  truck  commissioned  in 
1937  being  in  a particularly  advanced  stage  of  decay 
and  I am  glad  to  note  that  a new  vehicle  is  to  be 
purchased  during  1947  to  replace  this. 

The  arrangements  for  garaging  vehicles 
are  most  unsatisfactory.  On  31st  March  our 
arrangements  for  garaging  two  waggons  at  Hawksworth 
Garage  terminated  and  for  most  of  the  remainder  of 
the  year,  the  vehiole3  stayed  in  the  open.  At  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  we  were  provided  with  an  open 
shed,  previously  used  by  the  Highways  Department.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  press  forward  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  with  their  scheme  for  providing 
proper  garaging  facilities  for  the  whole  of  the 
Council’s  vehicles. 

Workmen. 


Difficulties  in  obtaining  labour  for  the 
service  have  been  considerably  less  this  year  than 
during  the  years  of  the  war,  but  we  have  suffered 
greatly  from  absences  amongst  the  workmen.  One  can 
have  little  quarrel  with  absence  which  is  supported 
by  a medical  certificate,  but  the  practice  of  having 
days  and  half  days  off,  without  any  apparent  reason 
has  a very  bad  effect  on  our  efforts  to  maintain  a 
regular  service  to  the  premises  in  the  District. 
During  the  financial  year  155  days  were  lost  due  to 
sickness  and  contributions  to  the  amount  of 
£87. 3s.  2d.  were  made  to  workmen  under  the  sickness 
scheme . 


The  Committee  considered  the  question 
of  the  protection  of  workmen  owing  to  the  dirty 
nature  of  the  work  on  which  they  are  engaged  and 
have  agreed  that  in  addition  to  clothing  being 
provided  for  protection  from  rain,  each  man  be 
provided  with  two  sets  of  overalls  per  year. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

I have  again  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
most  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  public  conveniences 
in  the  District  and  of  their  serious  inadequacy.  As 
I have  stated  before,  the  provision  of  facilities  at 
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Wood side  and  New  Road  Side  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
main  bus  stops  is  very  necessary.  Routine  cleansing 
has  been  continued  but  the  convenience  at  The  Green 
is  in  a bad  state  and  was  only  kept  going  by 
continuous  attention  and  repairs.  Alterations  are 
to  be  carried  out  to  this  during  1947, 


NUISANCES . 


The  increased  limitations  on  building 
materials  continue  to  make  the  work  of  securing 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  most  diffioult  and  an 
unwilling  owner  is  provided  with  a ready-made 
excuse  for  his  not  having  carried  out  works 
requested  in  informal  notices.  I feel  that  the 
circumstances  make  it  necessary  to  give  very 
serious  confsiderat ion  before  statutory  notices  are 
issued  in -cases  where  the  owner  would  be  able  to 
raise  such  a defence  which  might  possibly  be 
accepted  by  the  Courts.  I am  sure  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  better  results  can  be  obtained 
by  informal  notices  and  persuasion  than  by  using 
statutory  powers. 


Work  done  under  this  heading  is  summarised 

as  follows 


Nuisances  found  during  the  year . Nuisances 

abated-. 


. Defective  dust  bins  360  348 


»» 

privies 

3 

3 

ft 

chimneys 

3 

3 

tt 

wash  boilers 

1 

1 

t? 

windows 

3 

1 

ft 

roofs 

10 

1 

tt 

floors 

o 

Cj 

2 

f! 

eaves  gutters 

r y 

o 

1 

ft 

fall  pipes 

I 

1 

ft 

yard  paving 

1 

1 

ft 

fireplaces 

7 

- 

ft 

water  closets 

2 

2 

tt 

lavatory  basins 

2 

2 

ft 

walls 

1 

— 

ft 

ceilings 

3 

- 

tt 

drains 

4 

4 

tt 

water  services 

§ 

1 

ft 

doors 

1 

1 

ft 

plasterwork 

2 

— 

ft 

sinks 

2 

— 

Disinfection  required 

24 

24 

Disinfestation  required 

25 

25 

Blocked 

drains 

73 

73 

Mouse  infestations 

1 

1 

Rat  infe 

stations 

11 

11 

Cellar  flooding 

6 

4 

Dampness 

14 

2 

Flooding 

of  yards 

3 

3 

Keeping 

of  animals 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous 

1 

1 

572 

517 
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The  number  of  visits  made  to  premises  in 
connection  with  the  various  types  of  nuisances  are 
summarised  as  follows 


Dust  bins  735 
Disinfection  47 
Defective  privies  6 
Defective  drain  8 
Blocked  drain  92 
Disinfestation  70 
Rat  infestation  61 
Cellar  flooding  29 
Housing  defects  76 
Keeping  of  animals  5 
Mouse  infestation  1 
Miscellaneous  2 


1,132 


Action  taken  to  secure  the  abatement 
of  nuisances  was  as  follows 


Informal  notices  served  190 

Informal  notices  complied  with  153 
Statutory  notices  served 
Statutory  notices  complied  with 
Legal  proceedings 


CONCLUSION. 


In  conclusion  I would  take  the  opportunity 
of  recording  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for  their 
contir.ued  support  and  for  their  assistance  in  dealing 
with  difficulties  which  arose  during  the  year. 

I would  also  record  my  indebtedness  to 
the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  consistently  good 
work  during  the  year  and  their  great  help  in  producing 
this  report.  The  co-operation  of  the  other  Officers 
of  the  Council  has  very  materially  assisted  me 
at  all  times. 


Yours  faithfully, 


E.  M.  BIRTWISLE, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent 
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